To:  Harrison,  Meiissa[Harrison. Melissa@epa.gov] 

Cc:  Reynolds,  Thomas[Reynolds. Thomas@epa.gov];  Purchia,  LizfPurchia. Liz@epa.gov] 

From:  StCiair,  Christie 

Sent:  Wed  8/12/2015  5:55:00  PM 

Subject:  Re:  For  after  press  briefing 

Got  it. 


Christie  St.  Clair 

Office  of  Public  Affairs 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 

o:  202-564-2880 
m:  202-768-5780 

On  Aug  12,  2015,  at  1 1:02  AM,  "Harrison,  Melissa"  <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> 
wrote: 


+Christie  who  is  taking  the  lead  on  the  daily  press  statement  from  EPA  here.  She  can 
include  this  language. 

Melissa  Harrison 
Press  Secretary 
EPA 

Office:  (202)  564-8421 
Mobile:  (202)  697-0208 

Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 


On  Aug  12,  2015,  at  1 1:00  AM,  Reynolds,  Thomas  <Revnolds.Thomas@epa.gov> 
wrote: 


At  some  point  after  the  briefing  we  need  to  send  this  out  to  press  from  epa.  Ucc 
can  fwd  as  FYI  but  this  is  an  epa  decision. 

Should  same  something  like  (but  you  guys  can  make  it  better) 


EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  today  sent  the  below  directive  to  Regional 
Administrators  regarding  ongoing  field  work  at  mines: 
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While  we  continue  to  investigate  the  root  causes  of  last  week’s  release  of  mining 
waste  at  the  Gold  King  Mine  in  Colorado,  we  are  instructing  our  Regions  to 
immediately  cease  any  field  investigation  work  at  mines  including  tailings 
facilities,  unless  there  is  imminent  risk  in  a specific  case.  We  are  in  the  process 
of  initiating  an  independent  assessment  by  a sister  federal  agency  or  another 
external  entity  to  examine  the  factors  that  led  to  last  week’s  incident.  Based  on 
the  outcome  from  that  assessment,  we  will  determine  what  actions  may  be 
necessary  to  avoid  similar  incidents  at  other  sites.  While  we  stand  down  on 
existing  field  investigations  and  assessments  at  these  mining  sites,  we  also  are 
instructing  our  Regions  to  identify  existing  sites  with  similarities  to  the  Gold 
King  Mine  site  and  to  identify  any  immediate  threats  and  consider  appropriate 
response  actions. 


Thank  you. 

Sent  from  my  iPhone 
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